
Cautions

Also use adequate ventilation when working with glue or paint.

Always wear your safety glasses when you are working with CA glues and 
when cutting, shaping, or snipping parts and when painting.

Kit contains small and/or sharp parts
      NOT SUITABLE FOR CHILDREN UNDER THE AGE OF 14

This iconic kit builds up quick and easy into a traditional adobe house 

found throughout the Southwest United States and into Mexico. 

Tons of great character including the vigas, canales, ristra, and 

horno. 

Designed by Jim Key

Frenchman River Model Works

www.frenchmanriver.com

Thank you for purchasing this kit. We hope you enjoy building and displaying Southwest Adobe 
House kit as much as we have enjoyed producing it. If you have any questions or comments, 

please email us at: frenchmanriver@gmail.com or send a letter to the address below.

Made in the USA

Langdon, ND 58249
PO Box 86

(701) 256-2129

Frenchman River Model Works reserves the right to change or alter this kit without prior notice. 
This kit, its contents, and its packaging are all ©opyright protected.

© 2022 James and Anna Cleveland

O/On30 (1:48) Scale Kit #5215

All these items are available separately at:

We offer a wide selection of Dr Ben’s products as well as many detail parts to 

complete your scene such as crates, barrels, 55 gallon steel drums, pallets, and many 

people to populate your scene. 

www.frenchmanriver.com
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Frenchman River Model Works O/On30 1:48 Scale Southwest Adobe House

model assembled and painted by
James & Anna Cleveland 

Frenchman River Model Works 

http://www.frenchmanriver.com


Resin Parts
4    Walls
1    Door
1    Adobe Oven
1    Adobe Oven Base
1    Oven Door
1    Oven Tool
1    Chimney
1    Bench Top
2    Bench Legs
2    Canales (Down Spouts)
1    Ristra (Dried Chilies)

5. Glue together. (*Be sure to use cyanoacrylate (CA) glue)

6. Smooth joints as desired.

7. Blend the top and sides of the assembled walls with filler as 

desired. I added just a bit of carving to some joints to blend.

4. I rounded over the top “inside” edges of the wall castings and 

added “cracks” just to enhance the overall look of the model.

8. Drill clearance holes for 3/16” dowels, the number and spacing as 

desired. Note: the holes in the back wall should be lower than the 

front to give some “slope” and to ensure that the top of the roofing 

material will be just even with the openings in the back wall for the 

canales (adobe building’s version of down spouts).

3. Square the end surfaces of the end wall section.

9. Cut 3/16” dowels to the desired length for the vigas - 2.75” for 

this model. (*we cut ours to 2-5/8” length for each viga.)

10. Note the dowels do not need to 

extend the same length for each, they 

can vary from one to another. Make sure 

the dowels are below the canales (drains) 

so that you can install them above the 

sub roof. Weather as desired.

11. Cut from card provided or styrene and 

install the roof. (*we painted this a dark 

brown and let dry. Then we applied white 

glue to this and sprinkled fine dirt over 

this for the roofing. Use whatever 

roofing material you would like to.)

Paint and weather as desired.

Kit Contents

Kit Notes
This kit was originally designed by Jim Key and is now being produced by Frenchman 

River Model Works. The instructions are by Fred Mares. Here are his notes and a 

picture. We have tried to keep it as true to his original design and construction as 

possible. The following are his original instructions. Any additions or clarifications 

are marked with an asterisk. 

“I took a few notes and photos when building the adobe house kit. 

Assembly was straight forward for a resin kit. They just document the 

few extra steps I took to make a more pleasing/detailed model, so use 

them, or not as you may.” -Fred Mares

2. Remove flash- NOTE: do not remove the thin plastic that fills the 

door opening, this holds the left and right portions of the front wall 

together and the door will be glued to this surface later.

1. Clean up the wall castings, wash with detergent (*we recommend 

Dawn brand), rinse and air dry to remove any mold release that may 

remain on the parts. I sandpapered the backs flat.

Miscellaneous Parts
3    6” Dowels
1    Card Subroof
4    Beads (Dough Balls)
Instructions
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