
Cautions

Also use adequate ventilation when working with glue or paint.

Kit contains small and/or sharp parts
      NOT SUITABLE FOR CHILDREN UNDER THE AGE OF 14

Always wear your safety glasses when you are working with CA glues and 
when cutting, shaping, or snipping parts and when painting.

This beautifully detailed resin building kit depicts a neglected, but 

still in business tire store. Built in character and wall details make 

this a building that could be used for different applications such as a 

garage or repair shop. The possibilities are limitless. It is truly a 

great little kit.
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Thank you for purchasing this kit. We hope you enjoy building and displaying Iffy Tires as 
much as we have enjoyed producing it. If you have any questions or comments, please 

email us at: frenchmanriver@gmail.com or send a letter to the address below.
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HO 1:87 Scale Kit #5041
supplied) and applied to the entire structure. Before doing this, however, don’t forget 

to apply a small piece of window glass to the front window! Paint two small rectangles on 

the front of the structure as shown for the sign background. Spray decal sheet with 

dulling spray before using. Cut and apply decals as you wish. You will need to weather 

the larger front sign as the characters run off into the brick. Cut or paint out this 

area of decal. (*Cut out an apply the signage as desired.) Apply a coat of dulling spray 

overall. Plant the building and tire pile. Apply the doors in any position you desire and 

add the tire display rack in the front. Glue some tires in place in the rack. Add other 

details as you wish and enjoy your rendition of IFFY TIRES.

Designed and mastered by Thomas A Yorke

Produced by Frenchman River Model Works

We offer many detail parts to complete your scene such as crates, barrels, 55 

gallon steel drums, pallets, and tires to complete your scene. 

All these items are available separately at:

www.frenchmanriver.com
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model assembled and painted by
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4. The Doors and Details. Fabricate the doors from corrugated metal and wood 

strips as shown. Paint as before and set aside until building is situated in landscape. 

Paint the pile of tires black and weather with several stains of Dark Brown and Gray. 

Add a few extra tires here and there. A base can be made from .030” styrene (not  

2. The Painting. The fun part begins! Give the entire assembly a thin coat of flat 

white spray and let dry. I use acrylic paints such as Apple Barrel or similar. The 

colors I used for this model are: Americana Buttercup (basic overall color), Warm 

White, and Burnt Sienna. FolkArt Ivory White, Light Gray, Linen, Dark Brown and 

Black. I mix a small batch of color with water to form a stain and use a large, flat, 

Sable brush for application in large areas. A small, pointed Sable for detail work. 

Stain the entire structure with dilute Buttermilk stain. Several coats to cover. Then 

I applied multiple coats of the following in a very dilute form to age the structure: 

Linen and Ivory White. These were spotted on and then wiped partly off with a clean 

cloth. Do this overall, many times. Change the density of the color a little to lighten 

or darken. Do not do this in an even manner. The stone areas were first painted in a 

Black stain and when dry, dry-brushed in Light Gray fo the stone faces. I used tiny 

washes of some other stains to vary the color slightly on these. The large crack 

should be accentuated with black. The bricked in window area should be painted in 

Burnt Sienna, then Brick Red in a spotty manner. The mortar can be White and then 

rubbed off with a clean cloth leaving White in the lines and a lighter color for the 

brick faces. I used Brown stain for all of the cracks with a tiny pointed brush. Wipe 

with a finger so the color is only in the crack. Don’t worry about a little darker color 

around the crack. This is fine. Some of the deeper ones can be stained with a little 

Black so they look more prominent. Stain the wooden areas with a thin, light brown 

stain followed by a Dark Brown very light stain to accentuate the cracks. Finally, dry 

brush a little White overall on the wood to lighten it a bit. For the front window 

covered in corrugated and the wall fan, use Dark Brown first and spot with some 

Burnt Sienna. Let dry and then use dry pigments of several rust colors. The front 

door and window were stained with Dark Brown and then lightened with some Linen 

stain.

structure. When set, attach the rear wall and let all set overnight. Small corner 

braces may be added at each interior corner for strength if desired. *1/8” x 1/8” 

scale lumber has been included for this purpose.

3. The Roofing. (*Cut a piece of card for the office roof and glue in place.) Use the 

corrugated metal for the office roof. Cut in strips and bond in place. Paint with Dark 

Brown and apply several rust colored pigments for age. Add runners (*use the 

supplied 1/8” x 1/8” lumber) down the inside of the sidewalls and front of the large 

structure as shown. Cut a piece of card and glue in place. Cut the supplied black 

tissue paper into about scale 3’ wide strips. Apply White Glue to a section of roof and 

apply the first piece of tar paper. Start at the bottom of the slope and work up to 

the front wall, overlapping slightly as you go. Apply a strip and then coat with more 

glue. Keep going until complete. The roof, after completely dry, can be spot stained 

with several different color washes to slightly vary the tone and make the paper look 

more aged. Use gray chalk to apply a little more age and dirt.
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Kit Contents

Kit Notes
This kit was originally designed by Thomas Yorke and is now being produced by 

Frenchman River Model Works. We have tried to keep it as true to his original design 

and construction as possible. The following are his original instructions. Any additions 

or clarifications are marked with an asterisk. 

Wash all castings with warm, soapy water, rinse and let air-dry. Clean off any casting 

flash with a file and true up the bottom of each wall section so they are flat and 

level. This is a pretty easy kit, so let’s get started.

1. The Walls. Let’s assemble the larger building first. Assemble the front wall to 

the left sidewall. Use CA adhesive for all assembly. Keep the walls level and flat and 

at a right angle. When set, attach the right sidewall to the front using the rear wall 

as a spacer. Lay it flat at the rear of the structure as a guide. When set, the rear 

wall can be fastened in place. Now attach the small storefront to the front wall. 

When set, attach the sidewall using the rear as a spacer as you did the main 

Resin Parts
7     Wall Sections
1     Pile of Tires
1     Tire Rack
10   Tires

“Here in Atlanta, Georgia, there is a tire store that I pass every time I go to the 

hobby shop, and every time I laugh out loud! The name is IFY Tires. I spelled it with 

two F’s. It’s real. This model uses a different building design because the original is 

too pedestrian. My design comes from a Colorado ghost town. It used to be a store 

with two large windows on either side of an entrance door. A garage door was cut into 

one window and over to include the door. A separate small additional building was 

added to the right. Stone and concrete construction, probably dating to around 1900, 

give or take. The storefront is about to give way as the stonework over the new 

doorway has a rather large crack going around the corner to the right side. This 

building was too neat not to model!” -Thomas Yorke

Miscellaneous Parts
(not Pictured)
5     1/8” x 1/8” x 4” Lumber
      .021” x .083” Lumber
Card Sub roof
Black paper roofing
Corrugated Metal
Window Glazing
Decals
Signage
Smoke Jack
Aluminum Flashing
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